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SUBJECT: EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE; IRISH AMBASSADOR FOR CAIRO 

1. ITALIAN EMBOFF TELLS US APPROACH HAS BEEN MADE TO ARAB LEAGUE 
ON "DENATIONALIZED EXPERTS" FORMULA BUT NO REPLY HAS YET BEEN 
RECEIVED. 

2. ITALIAN EMBOFF ALSO TELLS US HE WAS STARTLED TO RECEIVE 
NOTIFICATION FROM ROME THAT PRESENT IRISH AMBASSADOR TO ITALY, 
MCDONALD, WILL ARRIVE BY SHIP IN ALEXANDRIA MARCH 3 WITH WIFE AND 
CAR. UNBEKNOWNST TO ITALIANS HERE, IRISH GOVERNMENT HAS APPARENTLY 
DECIDED ESTABLISH RESIDENT EMBASSY IN CAIRO AND HAS OBTAINED 
AGREMENT FOR MCDONALD. ALTHOUGH ITALIANS HAVE BEEN PROTECTING 
POWER FOR IRISH SINCE EGYPT BROKE RELATIONS AFTER SUEZ WAR 

IN 1956, ITALIAN EMBASSY HERE WAS NOT ASKED TO ASSIST IN 
ARRANGING IRISH REPRESENTATION. 
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3. KEENAN OF IRISH FOREIGN OFFICE HAS, ACCORDING TO IT AT, TAN 
EMOFF'S INFORMATION, BEEN APPOINTED TO SUCCEED MCDONALD IN 
ROME. INTERESTINGLY, ITALIAN EMBOFF TELLS US HE ASKED KEENAN 
WHO WAS HERE RECENTLY IF IRISH PLANNED TO OPEN EMBASSY IN 
CAIRO. KEENAN RESPONDED THAT THERE WERE NO SUCH PLANS, SINCE 
FINANCIAL COSTS WOULD BE TOO HIGH. 
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